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Dear President,

Dear Prime Minister,
Dear Marshals,

As Members of the European Parliament we are writing to express our serious concern about
the recent roll-back on reproductive health and rights in Poland'. These further restrictions on
access to abortion are a violation of Poland’s international human rights obligations to
guarantee women’s fundamental rights. We condemn any use of force against peaceful
protestors and incitement to violence against them, as well as attempts of intimidation against
protest organisers by the National Public Prosecutor's Office. It is our firm belief that these
developments are a clear manifestation of the ongoing deterioration of the rule of law and
fundamental human rights in Poland.

Concerns over the independence and legitimacy of the Polish ‘Constitutional Tribunal’ have
been repeatedly raised by the European Parliament, most recently in its resolution of 16
September 2020 on the determination of a clear risk of a serious breach by the Republic of
Poland of the rule of law?, as well as by the European Commission and the Venice
Commission. In light of its unlawful composition and functioning, the ‘Constitutional
Tribunal’ can no longer be considered a legitimate body free from political interference.

Additionally, we stress that freedom of assembly is at the core of the European Union,
including in times of a pandemic. Any restriction on that right must apply the principle of
proportionality. We condemn the use of physical force and tear gas against the protestors,
which feeds into the growing problem of police brutality in Poland. We also note with

' On 22 October 2020, the Polish so-called ‘Constitutional Tribunal® ruled that access to abortion on the ground
of severe and irreversible fetal defect or incurable illness that threatens the fetus’ life is unconstitutional. As a
result of this decision, a staggering 97.6% of legal abortions will no longer be performed in Poland.

2 European Parliament resolution of 17 September 2020 on the proposal for a Council decision on the
determination of a clear risk of a serious breach by the Republic of Poland of the rule of law (COM(2017)0835
—2017/0360R(NLE)).



concern the recent ordinance allowing the use of gendarmerie in law enforcement and stress
that any response made by this force must respect the freedom of expression and of assembly.

In light of these grave concerns, we urge you to engage in a dialogue, to listen to the demands
of the protestors, and to prevent any further escalation. We call on you to abstain from any
new restrictions on fundamental human rights and ask you to put a stop to the dismantling of
the rule of law in Poland.
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