
 

 
 
 
 
 

        Brussels, 14 September 2020 
 
 

 
Dear Mr Boris Kollár, Speaker of the National Council of the Slovak Republic 
Dear Members of the National Council,  

Dear Colleagues,  

As Members of the European Parliament we are writing to express our deep concern 
regarding the Draft Law which Amends and Supplements Act No. 576/2004 Coll. of Laws on 
Healthcare, Healthcare-related Services, and on Amending and Supplementing Certain Acts as 
Amended, and which Amends and Supplements Certain Acts (Print no. 154, 19 June 2020) that 
is currently pending in the Slovak Parliament. If adopted, we believe this legislation will 
jeopardise women’s access to safe and legal abortion care and evidence-based information 
on abortion and undermine women’s sexual and reproductive health and rights.  
 
We are deeply concerned that the draft bill seeks to increase the mandatory waiting period 
currently required before abortion on request from 48 to 96 hours and to extend its 
application to all situations except when a woman’s health or life is at immediate risk. We are 
also concerned about the proposed new medical authorization procedure in cases when 
abortion is needed for medical reasons, which would require two medical certifications as 
opposed to the single doctor certification currently required.  
 
The imposition of mandatory waiting periods before accessing abortion care undermines 
women’s autonomy in reproductive decision-making, disregards their individual needs and 
perspectives, increases financial and personal costs related to accessing the services and can 
cause women emotional harm. Moreover, mandatory waiting periods can lead to delays in 
the provision of care, which can jeopardise women’s ability to access safe, legal abortion 
services.1  
 
Imposing onerous authorization requirements, including certifications by multiple medical 
professionals, will cause delays in access to services, which could result in denial of services 
due to the time limits on the legal grounds, create complex and burdensome administrative 
procedures, increase the costs of accessing abortion care, and limit the availability of services 
and their equitable geographic distribution.2       
 
The draft law’s proposed prohibition of “advertising” is also of serious concern and could lead 
to restrictions on access to evidence-based information on abortion care and create chilling 

                                                           
1 See World Health Organization, Safe Abortion: Technical and Policy Guidance for Health Systems (2012), p. 96-97. 
2 Id. p. 94. 



effects on medical providers. We are also deeply concerned with the proposed collection and 
sharing of personal information from women seeking abortion care, including the 
requirement to state the reasons for their decision to have an abortion, which could deter 
women from seeking legal abortion care.  
 
The United Nations human rights mechanisms have repeatedly urged Slovakia to remove 

barriers in access to safe and legal abortion, including the mandatory waiting period, 

mandatory counselling and third-party authorization requirements. The Committee on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has explicitly called on Slovakia to avoid any 

retrogression in relation to women’s sexual and reproductive health rights.  

Measures that roll back protections for women’s human rights are of grave concern as they 

undermine a core European Union value, that of advancing gender equality. Unhindered and 

timely access to reproductive health services and respect for women’s reproductive 

autonomy and decision-making is critical to protecting women’s human rights and gender 

equality.  

We are deeply concerned that this draft bill is one of several legislative proposals seeking to 

restrict reproductive freedom that has come before the Slovak Parliament in the past few 

months. We respectfully urge members of the Slovak Parliament to reject this draft bill and 

to refrain from any further attempts to restrict women’s sexual and reproductive health 

and rights in Slovakia.  

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Malin BJÖRK, GUE/NGL Member of the European Parliament   

Maria NOICHL, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Terry REINTKE, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament  

Ernest URTASUN, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament  

Chrysoula ZACHAROPOULOU, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Coordinators of the All of Us Network in the European Parliament 

 

Abir AL SAHLANI, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Rasmus ANDRESEN, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Alice BAH KUHNKE, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Monika BEŇOVÁ, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Robert BIEDROŃ, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 



Saskia BRICMONT, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Sylvie BRUNET, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Reinhard BUTIKOFER, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Jakop DALUNDE, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Petra DE SUTTER, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Gwendoline DELBOS-CORFIELD, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Bas EICKHOUT, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Daniel FREUND, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Heléne FRITZON, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Lina GALVEZ MUÑOZ, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Iratxe GARCIA PEREZ, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Alexandra GEESE, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Markéta GREGOROVA, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Francisco GUERREIRO, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Martin HOJSÍK, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Pär HOLMGREN, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Sophie IN 'T VELD, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Karin KARLSBRO, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Erik MARQUARDT, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Predrag Fred MATIĆ, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Radka MAXOVA, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Tilly METZ, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Alessandra MORETTI, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Niklas NIENAß, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Giuseppina PICIERNO, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Samira RAFAELA, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Evelyn REGNER, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Diana RIBA, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Eugenia RODRÍGUEZ PALOP, GUE/NGL Member of the European Parliament   



Maria Soraya RODRÍGUEZ RAMOS, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Mounir SATOURI, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Tineke STRIK, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Vera TAX, S&D Member of the European Parliament 

Irene TOLLERET, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

Marie TOUSSAINT, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Kim VAN SPARRENTAK, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Monika VANA, Greens/EFA Member of the European Parliament 

Hilde VAUTMANS, Renew Europe Member of the European Parliament 

 

On behalf of the All of Us Network in the European Parliament 

 

CC: 

Mr Igor Matovič 
Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic 
 
Mr Ivan Korčok  
Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic 


